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(54) Ifle fixing framework 

(57) A tile fixing frameworfc consbts of plastic strips 
having slots across their width on the upoer 2. and lower 
3 Surfaces, to allow the strips to dip together, at right 
angles. The raised poitions 1 provide the correct lateral 
spacing. TDe base 4 will rest agatnsr the work surface ana 
provide a platform for the tfle to rest upon. When the 
framewprfc is assembled It will be relatively rigid in one 
plane thus keeping all tiles parallel; and slightly flexible 
in anothsr so the framework con •djuct to un«v«n woric 
aurfaces* 
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(54) liio fixing frannnwork 

(57) A tile fixing frBmework consists of piastre strips 
having slots across their width on the upper Z and lower 
3 surfaces, to allow the strips to clip togsther, at right 
angles. The raised portions i provide the correct larer:ii 
spacing. The base 4 will rest against the work surface and 
provide a platform for the tile to rest upon. When the 
framework is asaembled it will be relatively rigid in one 
plane thus keeping all tiles parallel; end alightiy fieidble 
in another so the framevyorfc can adjust to unei^n work 
Burftees. 
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-1- 2279375 
TILE FIXIIMG FRAMEWORK 

This invention relates to a tile fbdrqi ftamev^ 

The fbdng of iiias has bean perfbrmed fbr many yaars both by the professtonaf and 
the D.I.Y. enthusiast and both experience diffieuHy providing ail the tiles to have the 
same d^yth, uniform spaar^ and aOgnment 

According to my invention there is provided a plastic strip with slots across its length . 
both front and bade, to provide a means or attaehmant at right angles. The elippi^ 
tcvether of many plastic strips will provide a l^amework for the fi^ 
piaetie ship has a T shaped cross section that wm be inverted so the top of the T 
will rest onto the work surfoce. The shape or the plastic strip wiH provide tile spaces 
and tile support 

A specBle embodiment of tfie invention will now Im descrilied i>y way of example witti 
reference to the accompanying drawing in which;- 

Pigure 1 shows a Side view of a portion of the plastic strip. 
Figure 2 shows a birds eye view ofiHgure 1 . 
Figure 3 shows a cross section of figure 1 . 

Rgure 4 shows two portions of the plastic strip as in f^ure 1 , cfipped together. 

RelSerring to the drawings of the plastic strip shown in figures 1 ^ ^ and 4, comprise 
of: a raised portion 1 that will act as a tile spacer, upper slot 2 and bottom slot 3 that 
provid th mf»ns of attachment, base plate 4 that provides suppon forth tile. 
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TILE FIXING FRAMEWORK 

This invention retates to a ^ fixnig framework. 

The fixing of tiles has been performed for many years both by the professional and 
the D.I.Y. enthusiast ancf both expenence difficult providing all the tiles to have the 
same depth, uniform spacing and a^nment 

The closest apparatus to my invenlbn is. what is knovm to people In the liade as a 
TILE SPACER*. A smaH crossed shaped ' * ' piece of plastic. It is posilioned where 
the four comers of four tiles meet The file provides conect spacing wtien the spacers 
are used. Tile spacers are small and awkward to work with, often move, sinker 
protrude. The flie spacer gives fillle or no pro\rision for file al^nment and has no 
means of controlling the depth of the tiles. 

According to my invention there, is provided a compartment for the provision of one r 
two tHes. A framework of nrnny compartments joir^ together can k>e attached to the 
work suifaee. Each compartment will tie rigid by way of its vertical and horizontal, 
thus ensuring alignment and that all tiles are paraOeL 1^e compartment / framework 
shall have slight fleidbimy forwards and backwanis so ft can adQust to uneven work 
surfooes. 

Each compartmant shall tiave a raised portion^ fUHy or partly afong its border. This 
raised portion will ensure ail tiles are correctly spaced. This spacer shall be below the 
height of the tile to allow 'GROUTiNG* to take place. 

Each compartment shall have a back support, either situated at the comers, around 
its border or across its length or its breadth. The back support will ensure all tiles are 
at the same depth thus preventing the tiles froiin einldng or raising. 



23-OCT-a001 01:16 FROM: 



TO:eilS330101 



P:i6 



2> 

Although (he Hie fixing framewDrk* could be made from a variety of materials it is 
preferred that a type of plastic be useid. 

The tile fixing framework could be made complete as one unit or individuaf 
components to tiuild the ftamework. but It is pruned it '» provided in lengths thus 
giving the veftical and horisontal requirements to build a framewpric 

The frameworic may be fixed onto the work surfiace by having attachment for pins, 
naiis etc. or a fomi of glue; but it is preferred that an adhesive strip or pieces be 
provided; 

Each compartment shall have a raised portion that acts as a spacer, this raised 
portion may be the fUH length or small nodules around the border. It Is preferred that 
the raised ponkms are situated around the border except where provisjons are made 
for the atteehment of different size compartments. 

Each compartment shall ha\fe a back support for the files to rest upon, this can be 
located at the comers, the middle of each of the four borders, or across its length and 
/ or breadth, it is preferred that the support runs the eomF>iete bonfer of each 
compartment except where provisions are made for the attachment of different size 
compartments. 

The benefits of my preferred features are ; 

• It will Ise simple to construct e framework with compartments capakile to 
accommodate any size of tile. 

• Attachment to the work surf^ requires no tools. 

- Lorig strips of pia^ tfiat are iiglit, easy to store and manufecture. 

• Each strip provides am thax is required for good tiling to take place; spaces, 
alignment within its rigidity and support for correct d pth. 



Thepref rence of my inwentkOT Is to have sWps of plastic with slots 

botti und meath and on the top. These sJots will b« at selected distances so all size 

compajtments / frameworks can be constaicted. These slots are a means of 

aHachment for the compartment / fiameworfc to be constiucted. 

The strips of plastic shall have a creased section shape of an upside down letter T. 

The raised portion shall be no higher than the height of a tile and will provide spacing. 

The long flat portion's underside wUI be attached to the work surftne and its upper 

skie wBt provide the platfbnn to acoommodale the tile. 

r^ure 6 shows the approximate size icrf' a ULE SPACER' , A, . 

Figure7showsanenlaroedTILESPACEf?«ituai»datthecorneraoffour«e». B . 

The invention will now be described with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
which; 

Rgure 1 shows a side view of a portion of the plastic strip used to make the 

framework, showing top siois 2. tile support 4, tile spacer 1 and bottom 
slots 3. 

Figure 2 shows a top view of figure 1 showing, tfle support 4 and file spacer 1 . 
Figure 3 shows a cross section of figure 1 showing, tile support 4 and tile spacer 1. 
Figure 4 shows two sections of the plastic strip when slotted together, using top slot 2 

and bottom slot 3. The dotted Jines and shaded area represent the section 
lying on top. 

Figure 5 shows a complete framework assembled by many plastic strips, containing 
ten cohfipartments for the albcatfem of ten or twenty tiles. 
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CLAIMS 

1 .The ffle fbdng framework will be eonstrueted from strips of plastic with slots across 
its width t>oth underneath and on top. These slots will tie at selected distence so all 
size compartments / ftameworke can be eonstrtieted. The slots are a means of 
attachment for the compartment / framework to be constructed. 

2. The tile fixing framework as claimed in daim 1 . when assembled shall be rigid b/ 
way of its verficaf and horlzonfial, thus ensuring all tiles are parallel, and have a 
slight fle)dbiiity fooMards and backwards so It can adjust to uneven work surfiaees. 

3. The plastic strip as claimed in daim 1 shall have a raised portion that will act as tile 
spacer, that will be less than the height of the tile so grouting can take place. 

4. The plastic strip as claimed in claim 3 shall provide tile support on the upper 

surface of the t>ase that rests onto ttie work surfoce. The tile support will ensiffe all 
tiles are of the same depth. 

5. The tile fwna frameworic substantiaily as desoitied her«n witfi referance to 
figuresi • 4 of tfie accompanying drav^ng. 
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